Page 3 -Data collection and refinement statistics for the co-crystal structures of S1dC with 4-
7 (Table S2 ).
Figure S1 -Cyclisation of amidine 11 to give quinolone 16 was observed to be slow compared with the equivalent reaction for the other amidine analogues. A possible reason may be the preferred formation of the lithium enolate S1b conformer formed on deprotonation of 11 by LiHMDS as shown below based on the assumption that the N-Li group is the largest group due to formation of an (NLi) n aggregate. 
